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Scribbles  
California Writers Club - Central Coast Writers Branch 

www.centralcoastwriters.org 

September 2014 

September 16: Kevin Fisher-Paulson 

 

September speaker all about memoir 

  

Kevin Fisher-Paulson will discuss the difference between memoir and other forms of writing. He will talk about 
his own personal journey in writing the memoir A Song for Lost Angels: How Daddy and Papa Fought to Save 
Their Family. He will describe how he lived that year and how he came to recollect it and write about it.  
 
This is what he says about learning that he and his partner would not be able to adopt the premature infant 
triplets they had fostered from birth: Basically, I ask the question "What do you do the day after the worst day 
of your life?"  and I answer: ""You smoke. You drink. You blame God.  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ƳŜƳƻƛǊΦέ 
 
Mr. Paulson earned a degree in American Studies from the University of Notre Dame in 1980 and studied 
writing with Dorothy Allison, Jessica Hagedorn and Steve Abbott. His stories and poems have been published 
in The James White Literary Review, Amethyst, Oberon, RFD and Suburban Wilderness.  His work has also been 
included in the anthology, When Love Lasts Forever, by Pilgrim Press. His plays and monologues have been 
produced in the ODC Summerfest, Theater Rhinoceros, and the National AIDS Theater Festival. Kevin 
contributes irregularly to the National Public Radio Perspective Series.  
 

 
CCWõs Fall Workshop 

Saturday, October 4 
YOUR BOOKñYOUR WAY 

Details and application on page 4 
(Space is limited. Register soon!)  
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Janetõs View 

CCW President  

Summer Love 
By Janet Tezak 

IΨve just returned from Incline Village in North Lake ¢ŀƘƻŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ LΩƳ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ to have spent every summer for the last 
ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƘƛŦǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƳƻŘŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƴǎŜǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜŀǊǎ 
upending their garbage cans were the main focus. Earlier in the summer, I was able to take a blogging workshop. I now 
have a blog, but what stands out in my mind the most from the workshop is an Annie Lamont quote the teacher gave us: 
άtŜǊŦŜŎǘƛƻƴƛǎƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƻǊΦέ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ǎƻ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ LΩŘ pass it 
on to any of the rest of you who have a similar obsessiveness about either starting or finishing your work. 

 
I want to thank Laurie Sheehan, our vice president, for so capably filling in for me all summer long. In addition to all her 
other duties, she also serves as our publicity chairperson.  
 
Sunday, August 24, 2014, we had our annual membersΩ picnic, and, like last year, our intrepid Scribbles editor, Leslie 
tŀǘƛƷƻΣ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻǊƎŜƻǳǎΣ ǎǳƴƴȅ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ [ŜǎƭƛŜΩǎ 
beautifully manicured backyard. Special thanks also to Harold and Sam Grice, who spent the majority of the day 
barbecuing the delicious ribs, tri tip, chicken and vegetables and to everyone who brought such fabulous side dishes. I was 
struck yet again by the diversity and creativity of our members.  
 
LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мс ƎŜƴŜǊŀl meeting at Point Pinos Grill featuring guest speaker Kevin Fisher-
PaulsonΦ LǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ά¸ƻǳǊ .ƻƻƪτ¸ƻǳǊ ²ŀȅέ ƻƴ ǎŜƭŦ-publishing on 
October 4, 2014 at Monterey Peninsula College. Later, at our October general meeting, it will be fun to hear our members 
ǊŜŀŘ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ .ƻƻƪǘƻōŜǊŦŜǎǘΦ !ƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇŀǊǘȅΦ As summer gives way to fall, we have 
lots to look forward to. 

CCWõs 2014 Barbecue and Picnic 
Photos by Dorothy Vriend 

 

  
Harold Grice, Master Grill Chef Harry Freiermuth, Jonathan Shoemaker, David Book 

(Continued on next page.) 
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(Continued from previous page ) 

CCWõs 2014 Barbecue and Picnic  
Photos by Dorothy Vriend 

  
Wanda Sue Parrott, Clarissa Conn, Susan Stormon Foreground: Sam Kier, Fred and Catherine Nolan 

  

Doug and Diana Paul, Christine Sleeter Marilyn Erickson and Lilian Surkova 

  
Foreground: Ken Holden and Maria Skytta Joyce Krieg 
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YOUR BOOKñYOUR WAY 
By Patricia Hamilton 

 

Central Coast Writers is presenting a new workshop: Your Book, Your Way: Successful Self-Publishing. Presenter 
Patricia Hamilton will teach you how to create, self-publish and market your books. Also how to set up your own 
CreateSpace and Kindle accounts, format and upload text and cover files, and publish your books on Amazon.com, which 
distributes world-wide to consumers, stores, and bookstores. You will learn how to order printed books for your own 
use, at a discount, to sell or give away. You can use the information provided to publish on other on-line venues, such as 
Smashwords, AuthorHouse, or iUniverse. Patricia will also guide you through the steps to making and implementing a 
successful book marketing plan. Please see page 4 for details. Patricia Hamilton, owner of Park Place Publications 
(www.parkplacepublications.com), has helped writers edit and publish their work since 1982. She can be contacted at 
(831) 649-6640 or publishingbiz@sbcglobal.net. 

 

The Poetry Corner  
By Nancy Jacobs 

 

Edward LearñThe Original Trickster Poet 
 

Born last in a family of twenty, Edward Lear was raised by his eldest sister in a suburb of London. He was a gifted 
illustrator and began his work career drawing butterflies, birds and flowers on commission for the Zoological Society of 
London. In 1832 he was invited by the Earl of Denby to live at the Denby estate where he wrote his first volume of verse, 
A Book of Nonsense, for Denby's grandchildren. 
 
Lear loved art and wanted to become a serious visual artist, but quickly became a popular poet instead. Sir Edward 
Strachey wrote about Lear, describing him as the master of nonsense. Lear himself described his poems as "nonsense 
ǇǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΦέ Lƴ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎŜτthe opposite of senseτone can see just how ridiculous some things can be.  
 
Some of his wording reminds one of today's Dr. Seuss. It seems that just about everything was an inspiration for him. 
/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΧ 
 
     "How pleasant to know Mr. Lear!" 
           Who has written such volumes of stuff! 
     Some think him ill-tempered and queer, 
           But a few think him pleasant enough. 
 
Lear also wrote free-form limericks or light verse. This limerick was typeset on the cover of the first edition of A Book of 
Nonsense, and referred to Derry Down Derry.  
 
     There was an Old Derry down Derry, who loved to see little folks merry; 
     So he made them a book, and with laughter they shook at the fun of that Derry down Derry. 
 
Edward Lear is considered to be one of the best children's writers. His work is both musical and quotable. Consider one 
of his lines, "singing under the stars to a small guitar." Of course one can consider him a trickster and a showman who 
makes up words such as "runcible spoon." And therein lies the secret of his success: pure originality. Edward Lear makes 
reading a pure pleasure. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Membership News 
 
Help! We still need a membership chair! The person in this position should be good with details and record-keeping and 
know the basics of working with Excel spreadsheets. Training provided!  
 

Thanks, also, to all members who have renewed their CCW membership for 2014-2015.  

!ƴŘΧ²elcome to new CCW member Stefanie Krantz! 

 

****    
 

Victoria Zackheim & Anne Perry: IN DISCUSSION 
 

Pacific Grove Public Library, 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 18.  
 
What happens when two friends come together and discuss their writing lives? In this special event, mystery writer Anne 
Perry and anthologist/playwright Victoria Zackheim explore writing and taking risks. They share anecdotes about book 
tours and reviewsτsuccesses and disastersτ and get into the basics: how to choose themes for fiction and nonfiction, 
develop characters and their back stories, and plot a manuscript.  
 

****   

California Writers Club News 
 

California Writers Club, the parent organization of Central Coast Writers, will have a table at ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƻŀǎǘ ²ǊƛǘŜǊǎΩ 
Conference scheduled for September 19-20 in San Luis Obispo. (Note: this conference is not affiliated with our Monterey 
Peninsula CCW). CWC will also have ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǇŀƴŜƭ άWǳƳǇǎǘŀǊǘ ¸ƻǳǊ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ [ƛŦŜ.έ  For further 
details, visit http://cuesta.edu/communityprograms/writers-conference 
 

****   

[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΧ    Χŀ ŎǊƛǘƛǉǳŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΚ 
 

Poetry: Saturday before ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ //² ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ фΥол ŀΦƳΦ ǘƻ ммΩƛǎƘ 
Juice & Java  - 599 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove 

Prose: Saturday after ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ //² ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ фΥол ŀΦƳΦ ǘƻ ммΩƛǎƘ 
Juice & Java  - 599 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove 

(To confirm meeting dates, contact Harold Grice at 594-2280 or oookaayy@sbcglobal.net.) 
 

Χŀ ǇƻŜǘǊȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇΚ 
 

PGPGPG meets the fourth Thursday of month, 2:00-3:30, Sally Griffin Center, 700 Jewel Avenue, Pacific Grove. 
 

****  

Let Your Fellow CCW Members Read Your Writing 
 

¶ Do you have a new publication to announce in Scribbles?   

¶ ²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǇƛŜŎŜ ŦƻǊ ά!ǎ ǘƘŜ tŜƴ CƭƻǿǎέΚ ό{ŜŜ page 7 for ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǇƛŜŎŜΦύ 
Contact Scribbles editor Leslie Patiño at lnpatino@comcast.net  for more information or submissions. 

  

http://cuesta.edu/communityprograms/writers-conference
mailto:oookaayy@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lnpatino@comcast.net
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As the Pen Flows 

     Writings from CCW Members  

 

 

Excerpt from 

Minervaõs Fox: A Novel 
By Kristina Baer 

(forthcoming, Two Harbors Press) 

Across the valley, under the cloudless sky, the hillsides undulated, like a bolt of lavender velvet, slowly unfurling. 
Just past the school, the old road to Salornay, a dirt lane, turned up the hill through pastures and woods toward the 
Château de Sirot. 

Stepping-stones of green and gold light dappled the road. The smells of damp earth, leaves, and moss reminded 
me of the path down through the woods to the lake below Prospect HillτaƛƭƻǳΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǎƻƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƛƴŜΦ bƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ Ƴȅ 
ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ aƛƭƻǳΩǎ ƎƛŦǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŘŀƳǇŜƴ Ƴȅ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƻƴŜ 
ŘŀȅΦ Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴΤ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ƪŜeper of my memories of my childhood 
with Milou and of Milou and my grandfather. 

To me, the house was Milou: her voice, resonant with the particular tones and pitches of French vowels, the way 
she placed the furniture and objects on the furniture, the fragrance of the sandalwood soap she ordered from Paris every 
year. To live there would be like living forever within her embrace. 

By eight thirty, I had collected enough wildflowers and branches for the table arrangements and the church. On 
my way back, I stopped at the clearing at the top of the hill near the château. I looked down at the school, the church, 
and the houses along the road. 

Like the hub of a wheel, Saint-Thibaut sat in the middle of the village. To either side, single-story houses abutted 
one another along the two roads that intersected at the lavoir. With their red-tiled, peaked roofs, their blue shutters, and 
their window boxes heaped with petunias and geraniums, the houses presented a welcoming face to the world. Most had 
small stone outbuildings for chickens, geese, goats, and cows. All had vegetable gardens; some had small orchards of 
apple, pear, or peach trees. 

aƛƭƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǎƘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ !ƭŘŜƴΣ ±ŜǊƳƻƴǘΦ άIŜ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
the property, pointing out the village and lake below. As I looked down on the slate roofs glistening in the sun and the 
valley spreading out beyond the village, I had the feeling I had been there before, that I had come home again. Of course 
ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ CƭŀƎȅΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ƛƴ Alden had white-clapboards and dark green shutters. But the similarity! It was like seeing 
the face of someone who resembles a loved one across a room crowded with strangersτthere was the church with its 
steeple; there were the houses along the two roads that came together in the center of town. I knew I would be happy 
ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ 

I felt the same intense pleasure each time I stood in this spot. Flagy resembled a nest, I thought, a sheltering, 
welcoming place. 

A movement at the edge of this tableau distracted meτa group of men carrying banners to the tent in the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǘȅŀǊŘΦ .ȅ ƻƴŜ ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƭƻŦǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƭǳǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ōǊŜŜȊŜΦ ! ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ 
into view, drawing a wagonload of folding chairs. To get the tables ready in time, LΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƘǳǊǊȅΦ 

 
 
YǊƛǎǘƛƴŀ .ŀŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ōƻƻƪǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ Leo Spitzer on Language and Literature (MLA, 1991) and Captured Views: 
Impressions of Ten Gardens (Third & Elm Press, 2006), an edition of original poems with woodcuts by Ilse Buchert Nesbitt. 
Her photographs and poems have featured in exhibitions at the Pacific Grove Art Center (Pacific Grove, CA). aƛƴŜǊǾŀΩǎ CƻȄ 
is her first novel.  
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M ember Profile 
By Michelle Smith  

 

From Playboy to Powerless 

Pamela Jo Walters 

 
Pam Walters started writing in grammar school and eventually won a statewide competition sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus when she was in the eighth grade. Today she writes creative non-fiction and memoir and is 
working on the third draft of her book, Powerless, a work of creative non-ÆÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÓÈÅ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÓ ÁÓ ȰÁ ÒÅÃÏÖÅÒÙ 
memoir that detailsɂin reverse chronological orderɂÔÈÅ ÒÉÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÍÉÓÅ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÁÄÄÉÃÔȾÁÌÃÏÈÏÌÉÃȢȱ 0ÁÍ ÇÏÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÏ 
ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ) ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÉÔ ÉÎ ÒÅÖÅÒÓÅ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÓÏ ) ÃÏÕÌÄ ÄÒÉÌÌ ÄÏ×Î ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÏts of addiction and leave the reader with the 
image of a naked three-year-old on her belly on a bear-ÓËÉÎ ÒÕÇȢȱ 
 
Pam hopes to have the rewrite of Powerless completed by the end of the year; meanwhile, she submits stand-
alone chapters to magazines, ezines and literary reviews. Her short creative non-fiction stories Melanie, My Brain 
Dead Baby and Dinner with Dr. Malnot were recently published in 4ÈÅ 2ÏÕÎÄ 5Ð 7ÒÉÔÅÒȭÓ :ÉÎÅ, and Melanie, My 
Brain Dead Baby was a finalist in a writing competition sponsored by Cutthroat magazine. Pam also saw one of her 
short stories included in an anthology of Christmas-themed shorts published by Harlequin. 
 
0ÁÍȭÓ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÍÅÎÔ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÉÓ ÁÓ ÉÎÔÒÉÇÕÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÌÕÒÂ ÆÏÒ Powerless. Ȱ)Î ÍÙ ÅÁÒÌÙ Ô×ÅÎÔÉÅÓȟ ) ×ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ (ÕÇÈ 
(ÅÆÎÅÒȭÓ ÓÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÉÅÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ɍÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌɎ 0ÌÁÙÂÏÙ -ÁÎÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ #ÈÉÃÁÇÏȟȱ ÓÈÅ ÓÁÙÓȢ Ȱ&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅÒÅ ) ×ÅÎÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÁÄÖÅÒÔÉÓÉÎÇ 
and was a creative director/copywriter for twenty-five years for large packaged-goods advertising agencies in 
#ÈÉÃÁÇÏ ÁÎÄ .Å× 9ÏÒËȢȱ 
 
Pam is awake by four each morning and spends the first two to three hours writing in her home. With a 
background steeped in writing and editorial experience, she aptly recommends that other writers interested in 
improving their work enlist the aid of fellow writers. 
 
Ȱ/ÎÃÅ Ùou have a writing discipline down, join a writing group where you receive feedback and/or find a good 
ÅÄÉÔÏÒȟȱ ÓÈÅ ÁÄÖÉÓÅÓȢ 
 
A former CCW member who rejoined our organization earlier this year, Pam now works full-time as an art 
consultant at Jones & Terwilliger Galleries in downtown Carmel-by-the-Sea. 

 
 
 

aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜǎΦ  
Her website is http://theebonyquill.com. 

  
  

http://theebonyquill.com/
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Contests And Conferences 
By Diana Paul 

 

Best of luck! Be sure to share your contest experiences with Scribbles. 
 

CONTESTS 
 

Palettes & Quills Biennial Poetry Chapbook Contest 

Deadline: September 30, 2014 
Entry Fee: $20 
Website: www.palettesnquills.com  

A prize of $250 plus 50 copies of the published book. All entrants will be offered a special discount on the purchase price 
of the published book. Manuscript must be between 14-пу ǇŀƎŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƧǳŘƎŜ ƛs Kelly Cherry.  All entries must be 
mailed to Donna Marbach.  Please go to website to see details.  
 

Literal Latté Essay Award 

Deadline: September 30, 2014 
Entry Fee: $10 
Website:  www.literal-latte.com 
E-mail address:  litlatte@aol.com  
A prize of $1,000 and publication in Literal Latté is given annually for a personal essay. Submit an essay of up to 

8,000 words with a $10 entry fee ($5 for each additional essay) by September 30. Call, e-mail, or visit the website for 
complete guidelines. 

  Boston Review Aura Estrada Short Story Contest 

Deadline: October 1, 2014 
Entry Fee:  $20 
Website:   www.bostonreview.net/contests 
E-mail address:  review@bostonreview.net 
A prize of $1,500 and publication in Boston Review is given annually for a short story. Author Ruth Ozeki will 

judge. Submit a story of up to 5,000 words with a $20 entry fee, which includes a six-month subscription to Boston Review, 
by October 1. E-mail or visit the website for complete guidelines. 
 

WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES 
 

Algonkian Writer ConferenceςWrite to MarketτNOVEMBER 6-9,2014 

 Location: Corte Madera, California 
 Conference Fee:  $395 
 Website: www.algonkianconferences.com    
 E-mail address: algonkian@webdelsol.com 
The Algonkian Writer ConferenceςWrite to Market for fiction writers and creative nonfiction writers will be held at the 
Corte Madera Best Western Hotel, approximately 25 miles north of San Francisco. The conference offers lectures and 
discussions on writing and selling a novel, as well as an agent pitch session. Visit the website for more information. 

 
  

http://www.palettesnquills.com/
http://www.literal-latte.com/
mailto:litlatte@aol.com
http://www.bostonreview.net/contests
mailto:review@bostonreview.net
http://algonkianconferences.com/
mailto:algonkian@webdelsol.com
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&q=corte+madera,+ca&fb=1&gl=us&ftid=0x8085960964a3862b:0x548250194c97012&ei=Z3TQS4qIDIaKlwfvuOikDw&sa=X&oi=geocode_result&ct=title&resnum=1&ved=0CAwQ8gEwAA
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If the Shoes Fitsé   
By Jonathan Shoemaker  

 

From Heart to Heart 
When one of our friends from the writers club offers some friendly information, it behooves us to pay attention, 
consider it, make a choice, and act on it ς ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōƻǘƘ 5ŀǾƛŘ wŀǎŎƘΩǎ ŀƴŘ {ǳǎŀƴ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎΣ L 
benefited from the open sharing by my fellow writers and the ideas and suggestions from our leaders. Both 
workshops were a boon to my continued efforts. 
 
When I notice that I have been neglecting my writing for a while, I consider the reasons that I have been putting it 
off. If I ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ L Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŜŎƪ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ά²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ tǊƻōƭŜƳǎέΦ ϝ L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ 
something that I already knew but needed to be reminded of: difficulty with sitting down at my desk to write, binge 
writing at or after deadlines, time ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜΦ Iƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴǘΦ LǘΩǎ 
well worth going to the website to copy his suggestions for future reference. His ideas include: setting goals, άŦǊŜŜ 
writingΣέ dealing with perfectionism, dealing with negatives and distractions, encroachment from the external 
world, etc. 
 
!ƭǎƻΣ ǿƘŜƴ L ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƻŦǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǘƘŀǘ L ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΣ L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ 
{ǳǎŀƴΩǎ ŜȄƘƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ άǿǊƛǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ ! ƎƻƻŘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀƳŜ from my old friend Joe Werner who 
had given me a copy of his book ¢ƘŜ ¢ƛƴǎƳƛǘƘΩǎ {ƻƴ, a bittersweet memoir describing his growing up during the 
Depression, and also his novel Skid RowΦ ¢ǊǳŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ WƻŜΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ǊŜŀƭΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ emotions 
and trials so gripping, that I feel that I have known these people and have gone through those times at their side. His 
secret is that he writes from the heart. His book is an exemplary page-turner. After reading his work, I have the 
feeling that I must, as Susan says, write from the heart. I must put my experiences on paper and those of my friends 
and my students. 
 
Some things need to be read. And so, we feel that they need to be written. It can be in a letter to a friend or to the 
editor or in a short story or poem in a magazine. It can be a few paragraphs or an autobiography. We write what we 
feel strongly about. I must share the matters of my heart with others. I owe a debt of gratitude to my friends and 
Ƴǳǎǘ άǇŀȅ ƛǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦέ 
 
Now I find out that my dear friend Patricia Hamilton, owner of Park Place Publications in Pacific Grove, will share her 
knowledge and show us how to publish our books worldwide on the Internet. She has been helping authors create 
books in all genres, self-publish and market them for as long as I can remember. She has inspired me and helped me 
in the past. I must attend her workshop on October 4. 
  
* https://helpcenter.stanford.edu/resources/improving-writing-productivity 

 
 Be well,  
  and do good work. 

                           Jonathan 

https://helpcenter.stanford.edu/resources/improving-writing-productivity
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The  Last Word  
By Leslie Patiño  

 

Another Reason to 
Like Technology 
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L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ L ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ DǊŀƳƳŀǊƭȅΦŎƻƳΣ ōǳǘ L Řƻ 
know how.  My writerly friends started sharing Grammarly 
postings on Facebook. Eventually, I got curious enough to 
check out the website. Big, bold letters at the top of their 
ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳΥ ά¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ .Ŝǎǘ DǊŀƳƳŀǊ /ƘŜŎƪŜǊΦέ 
Wow, even better than Jonathan Shoemaker, I wondered?* 
 
{ƳŀƭƭŜǊ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǳƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘΣ άDǊŀƳƳŀǊƭȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ 
ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘŜŘ ǇǊƻƻŦǊŜŀŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƎǊŀƳƳŀǊ ŎƻŀŎƘΦέ 
Glowing testimonials follow. I was ready to sign onτuntil I saw 
that a one-month subscription costs $29.95. An annual 
subscription breaks down to $11.66 per month.   
  
.ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘŜŀǇǎƪŀǘŜΣ L ƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ DǊŀƳƳŀǊƭȅΩǎ нΦн 
million Facebook followers. If you want more information, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/grammarlyΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ DǊŀƳƳŀǊƭȅ 
ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜǊΣ LΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ƛǘ Ǿƛŀ //²Ωǎ 
Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/centralcoastwriters.  
 
*In editing twenty-two issues of Scribbles to dateΣ LΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ 
ƎǊŀƴŘ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴΣ άLŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻŜ 
CƛǘǎΦέ L ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ άǎŜǘέ ǘƻ άǎŀǘέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ L 
was wrong. Jonathan was right. After that, I wrangled Jonathan 
into joining Laura Emerson as an official Scribbles proofreader.   
 
 

http://www.centralcoastwriters.org/
mailto:lnpatino@comcast.net
https://www.facebook.com/grammarly
https://www.facebook.com/centralcoastwriters
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Kevin Fisher-Paulson  
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  6:30 p.m. - MEETING 
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