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On May 15 
Brianna Schofield 
Untangling Copyright: A Crash Course for Creators  
From the moment you put pen to paper, copyright questions loom in 
the background. Is your work protected by copyright?  
 

Brianna Schofield will provide a primer on copyright, fair use, 
publishing terms, and getting rights back. You will leave armed with 
the practical information you need to make informed copyright 
decisions so you can focus on your writing. 
 

Schofield is the Executive Director of Authors Alliance, a nonprofit 
organization representing the interests of authors who want to take 
advantage of the digital age to share their creations with readers, 
promote the ongoing progress of knowledge, and advance the public 
good. She is a copyright expert and the co-author of a comprehensive, 
illustrated handbook Is It in the Public Domain?, as well as these 
guides: Fair Use for Nonfiction Authors , Understanding Open Access , 
and Understanding Rights Reversion , which helps authors keep their 
books available. Schofield holds a JD from UC Berkeley, School of Law.  
 

 
 

 

 

Coming on June 19 
John Lescroart 
Twenty Years To Overnight Success 
John Lescroart wrote his first novel in his early 20s and continued 
writing through a music career and a series of day jobs, including 
ad director at a guitar magazine, house painter, and moving man. 
His breakthrough book came in 1994, when he was 41, shooting 
his family's $20,000 income of the previous year to an astounding 
$680,000 that year. He will talk about the road he traveled to 
make his dream come true. Lescroart is the author of 
twenty-seven novels, nineteen of which have been NY Times 
Bestsellers. Libraries Unlimited has named him among "The 100 
Most Popular Thriller and Suspense Authors." With sales of over 
twelve million copies, his books have been translated into 
twenty-two languages in more than seventy-five countries, and his 
short stories appear in many anthologies. Among his numerous 
awards, in 2016, the San Francisco Museum and Historical Society 
presented Lescroart with its Award of Merit to recognize the 
"intimate knowledge of San Francisco" portrayed in his novels.  
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CCW President’s Letter 
By Laurie Sheehan 

 

     Many Hands Make Light(er) Work 
 

  
We had a lovely, mostly sunny weekend for Good Old Days. By 5:17 p.m. on Sunday, the booth was packed up, and by 
5:20 several of us were in Jeninni having a celebratory glass of wine. At 5:40 a soft drizzle started, and by 6:00 p.m. we 
were watching vendors get well and truly soaked as they packed up their wares. I felt sorry for them. Not sorry 
enough to abandon my wine to run out and help, but sorry nonetheless. Overall, I think it was a great weekend, and 
I’d like to share a few words of thanks: 
 

● Nancy Swing and Russell Sunshine—a special thanks for organizing and executing a wonderful parade 
experience! And, for all our members that participated and wore costumes. You all looked fabulous! 

● To everyone that spent time in the booth to promote our club. Thank you, and I hope you had some fun. 
● To Leslie Patiño for keeping the tent and signs stored and safe—more important than anyone knows! 
● To Joyce Krieg for design planning and implementation (and arts and crafts)—the booth looked great this 

year! 
● And to John Sheehan for getting up at an ungodly hour, on his birthday no less, to schlep booth parts, help me 

set up the canopy, and carry signs to the parade route—above and beyond, Sweetheart. You’re the best! 
  
I’m also so grateful to Leslie (again) for all the work she’s done to organize another successful high school writing 
contest and to every member that helped judge submissions. The winner read his story at our April general 
meeting—what an impressive young man. We also met another of the winners, a runner-up, parents, and teachers. 
Our speaker, Brad Herzog, did a fantastic job presenting not only to our CCW members, but also to the young writers 
in attendance. So, thanks also to Dorothy for another tremendous speaker! 
  
Mentioning Leslie and Dorothy is bittersweet for me, as they have both decided to step down from their current 
committee positions. I feel exceedingly lucky that Ned Huston and Dennis Hamilton have agreed to co-chair our 
writing contests, and Nancy Middleton has accepted the position of Program Chair! You’ll hear more about this soon, 
but it does bring me to another important topic.  
 
Our CCW Nomination committee is putting together the slate of officers for the next club year. Nominees will be 
named at the May meeting, and all members in good standing present at the June meeting will be asked to vote to fill 
the four elected positions: President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and Secretary.* There are many other ways to be 
involved in our committee—talk with me if you’d like more information. 
  
Lastly, it’s almost time for membership renewals packets to me mailed out. I sincerely hope you’ll remain part of our 
writing family for another year. 
 
Until we meet again, happy writing!  
                                                             Laurie 
 
 
*Editor’s Note: Here is the nominating committee for the CCW elections in June: Cherie Love, Nancy Middleton, Sarah 
Pruitt, Maria Skyttä, Dorothy Vriend, and Lana Bryan, chair. 
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Speaker Report 
By Dorothy Vriend 

 
 

Brad Herzog on Catching Creative Ideas 
 

 

Trying to settle on a creative idea is like fishing, Brad Herzog told the packed roomful at Point Pinos Grill in April. You 

cast your line, and you never know what you’re going to catch. 
 

One day while bending down to tie his shoe, he focused on the Nike swoosh logo and wondered who designed it. The 

answer to that question became a published story. Pushing his grocery cart through the aisles to shop for his family 

another day he wondered—who really was was the Gerber baby? A story resulted. Which other well-established quotes 

are actually misquotes, he asked himself when he discovered one. His curiosity became an education for himself and his 

readers. 
 

Herzog has more than forty published books and numerous magazine articles that span a wide range of topics. He 

created literature for many different age groups, from pre-schoolers to adults. “My job is to catch an idea and turn it 

into something delicious,” Herzog said.  
 

One day, while “fishing” for stories, he got hungry and went to the refrigerator for some food. He noted how the 

refrigerator light turned on when he opened the door and off when he closed it. This observation resulted in a character 

for his children’s book, Freddy in the Fridge. Freddy lives in the refrigerator and his job is to switch the light on and off.  
 

Herzog said he likes to surprise, to get people to rethink the way they see things. Instead of riding on trends, he prefers 

to make his own. “While pursuing good ideas, we are all fishing in the same pond,” he said. “I like to zig when the rest of 

the world is zagging.” 
 

Aside from his children’s books, he may be best known for his trilogy of travel memoirs. The first, States of Mind, 

resulted from a trip around the U.S. to places named after a virtue: Love, Inspiration, Justice, Hope, Joy, Bliss, among 

others. “You just have to tilt your head at the world,” Herzog said. “Try to hold onto that childhood imagination when 

you become an adult.” 

    

Winner Elias DeLeon Reading Speaker Brad Herzog Leslie Patiño, Writing Contest 
Winner Elias DeLeon, and mother 

Rosa DeLeon  

Heartfelt thanks to Ken Jones for 
his writing contest  

website work  
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2018 Short Story Contest Winners  
By Leslie Patiño 

We feted a long table of special guests front and center at our April meeting. We were joined by three winners of our 
2018 Short Story Contest for Monterey County high school seniors and juniors, along with parents, teachers and the 
photographer who took the photo used as a prompt this year. First-place winner Elias DeLeon served as our April 
five-minute reader, sharing his story “Rememory,” the tale of an elderly man with Alzheimer’s who buys a dilapidated 
house in the countryside with the dream of growing a marvelous variety of wine grapes.  

Thanks to the generosity of CCW members who purchase raffle tickets, we awarded $900, with the top three winners 
taking home $300, $200 and $100. Teachers of the top three and the Honorable Mention winners received $50 each. 

All six winners’ stories are on the CCW website. 
centralcoastwriters.org/ccw/contests/2018%20hs%20short%20story%20contest%20winner 

Congratulations to our 2018 winners! 
Top Three 
1st Place  “Rememory” by Elias DeLeon, Everett Alvarez, teacher Jordana Henry 
2nd Place  “The Attic Room” by Mei Bailey, Pacific Grove, teacher Katie Selfridge 
3rd Place  “Before I Go” by Grace Young, Santa Catalina, teacher Nancy Hunt 
 
Honorable Mention 
“The House in the Desert” by Madeline Eubanks, Pacific Grove, teacher Jenna Hall 
“Broken Down” by Timothy Mercuri, King City, teacher Ashley Russ 
“The Rot” by Jennah Uddin, Learning for Life, teacher Gloria Shaw 

 
Top center: Linda Bailey, mother of 2nd place winner Mei Bailey, Grace Young (3rd place), Madeline Eubanks (Honorable Mention), 
and Elias DeLeon (1st place) 
Left, from top: Leslie Patino, Contest Chair, and Photographer Brooks Leffler; Brooks and Elias DeLeon; Teacher Jordana Henry and 
daughter Sabrina 
Right, from top: Mei Bailey (2nd place); Madeline Eubanks (Honorary Mention) and father Keith; Grace Young (3rd Place) with 
teacher, Nancy Hunt 
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Announcements 
 

Membership News 

 

Welcome to our new CCW members:  
Lorraine Comoner, welcome again, now with your name spelled correctly!  
 

 

 

Member Congratulations 
Jane Parks-McKay was named co-winner of the 2017 Commitment to Caregiving Award presented at the recent 
2018 Caregiver University in Monterey, sponsored by Del Mar Caregivers. Caregiver daylong training is open to all 
caregivers and their families and friends.  

Thanks to all the CCW Marchers 
Submitted by Nancy Swing and Russell Sunshine 

Congratulations to Dennis Hamilton and his raven, stealing the show with their Edgar Allen 
Poe homage and winning best CCW costume for the Good Old Days Parade.  
 
Special thanks to the rest of our fellow marchers: Clarissa Conn, Dick Guthrie, Ned Huston, 
Joyce Krieg, Carol Marquart, Alana Miles, Leslie Patiño, John Sheehan, Laurie Sheehan, and 
Kyle Elisabeth Wood. It was a lot of fun, and the crowd really showed their appreciation. 
Looking forward to being with you again for Monterey's Fourth of July Parade. 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Scribbles  May 2018 5 



Announcements (con’t.) 

 

What Method of Publishing Is Right For You? 
Traditional publication is not the only way to go anymore, as more and more people self publish. However, there is also 
hybrid publishing, and small- and medium-sized presses in competition with larger presses and the Big 5. If you don’t 
know what any of this means, you will love this discussion with author and CCW member Victoria M. Johnson. 
Saturday, May 12, 2018; 1:00 - 2:15 p.m., Monterey Public Library, 625 Pacific Street. Free Event. For more 
information: monterey.org/library/Events/Events-for-Adults/pager/4492/page/2 or call (831) 646-3933. 
 

Jack London Portrayed at the Gentrain Society 

Jack London is one of the original founders of the California Writers Club. If you want to know more 
about him, attend Taelen Thomas's inspired performance of Jack London, His life, loves, literature, 
and hardscrabble adventures. FREE! Wednesday, May 16, 1:30 p.m. Gentrain Society, MPC Lecture 
Forum 103. Questions? Call Carol Marquart at 831-375-2235. 

 

Your Writing—In Print! 
Park Place Publications will pay selected authors $500 for a well crafted 5,000 word essay about anything Pacific Grove 
related—to be included in Life in Pacific Grove, Book 2 —which will be released at "Indie Author Day" October 13, 2018. 
A 100-200 word synopsis of proposed PG subject and content of essay (non-fiction or fiction) must be approved by the 
publisher and a contract signed by May 10. Essays due and payment made June 15, 2018. Please call Patricia Hamilton 
at 831-649-6640 or email publishingbiz@sbcglobal.net with any questions.  
 

“My Mother’s Keeper” 
“My Mother’s Keeper” by Jane Press and directed by Robin McKee “moves fluidly back and forth between 1914 and 
the present, taking place within the memories of four generations of women in a show business family. It is a moving, 
sometimes very funny, sometimes very disturbing, ultimately healing work.” 
 
CCW member Harriet Lynn is cast as Pauline, one of the “Mah Jongg Ladies.” The local talented playwright/actress, 
Jane Press, is featured portraying her own mother as well.  
 
The play just started its run on April 27 and runs for five-weekends at the Carl Cherry Center for the Arts, 4th and 
Guadalupe, Carmel-by-the-Sea, April 27 - May 27, 2018 on Friday and Saturday nights, 7:30 p.m. curtain, and Sunday 
matinees at 2:00 p.m. Purchase tickets ($20) online at: ticketguys.com 
 

Networking Aloud 
Submitted by Janice Rocke 

Networking Aloud: A monthly event (every second Tuesday) open to the public. Fifteen to twenty minutes from a 
featured reader followed by a literary open mic. Come early and sign up for a five-to-seven-minute reading from any 
genre: prose, screenplay, poetry, essay, etc. This month's featured writer is Garland Thompson Jr., poet, actor, writer, 
and founding director of the West Coast Championship Poetry Slam. Garland’s inspirational coaching of Monterey 
County high school students led to four California State Poetry Out Loud winners. He was the 2007-2008 Pacific Grove 
Poet Laureate and has performed in many Shakespearean productions as an actor with Pacific Repertory Theater in 
Carmel. May 8, 6:00-8:00 p.m. Old Capitol Books, 599 Tyler Street, Monterey. 
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Member Profile 
By Michelle Smith 

 

 

“Burn, Baby, Burn” 
Jennifer Schmidt 

As a child, Jennifer Schmidt avoided reading. She credits Stephen King, however, for spurring her interest and now 
enjoys reading the works of Susan Orleans and Haruki Murakami. All along, Jennifer had been journaling and crafting 
stories in her head; but she hadn’t written them down until a few years ago when she decided to write for publication. 
 
Writing turned out to be the perfect creative outlet for Jennifer who used to sing. Six years ago, a complication from a 
medical treatment changed her voice. 
 
“I’d wanted to take a writing class for years,” she says. “The opportunity came up through the MPC Creative Writing 
Program. After a single class under Professor Henry Marchand, I was hooked.” 
 
Having recently earned a certificate in creative writing, Jennifer is now pursuing an A.A. in humanities with a focus on 
creative writing at MPC. She writes dystopian fiction, creative non-fiction, and poetry. Her non-fiction piece titled 
“Ghosts” was published in the MPC Literary Journal Magazine. An online magazine, You & Me—America’s Medical 
Magazine, purchased “Ghosts” earlier this year, which also won the 2017 Parent Fellowship for Prose at Martha’s 
Vineyard Institute of Creative Writing—a one-week retreat taught by published authors and poets. 
 
A former paramedic, police dispatcher, and security guard at Monterey Bay Aquarium, Jennifer is a stay-at-home parent 
of two boys. She prefers the early morning hours for writing and finds the “white noise and people-watching” of coffee 
shops a favorable environment in which to create characters. 
 
“I’ve gotten a really good base for a villain from the local Starbucks,” she says. 
 
A fan of writing communities like ours, Jennifer joined CCW a year ago through our new-member outreach. “I’ve been 
very happy to see some of my fellow classmates from the MPC Creative Writing Program join as well.” 
 
She’s also an advocate of educational opportunities such as writing classes, author talks, and critique sessions. “Never 
think you’re above learning,” she says. “I wished I’d started younger. I would love to see us reach out and work more 
with young writers, become involved with social media, and, perhaps, host a local writing retreat/weekend.” 
  
Jennifer is working on a novel as well as contemplating a creative non-fiction book about her time spent in emergency 
services. 
 
“Now the spark is lit,” she says. “The urge to write is like a forest fire.” Jennifer’s website is JLSchmidtAuthor.com. 
  
 

Michelle Smith’s articles have been published in a variety of magazines. Her website is 
theebonyquill.com .  
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The Poetry Corner 

By Nancy Jacobs 

 

Sara Teasdale 

 
 

No one expected the sheltered, sickly young woman 
known as Sara Teasdale to become a well known poet, 
but she did. She was born Sara Trevor Teasdale in St. 
Louis, Missouri, on August 8, 1884. She was at first 
home-schooled and then attended Mary Institute and 
St. Louis Country Day School. She loved to write well 
crafted lyrical poetry. Teasdale had a variety of favorite 
subjects, such as death and love, used musical 
language, and mirrored her own life in her poetry. 
During 1904 and 1907, Teasdale was a member of The 
Potter's Wheel group led by Lillie Rose Ernst. They 
published The Potter's Wheel  magazine, a monthly 
literary magazine sold in St. Louis. 
 
New York brought her much success. Some critics 
found her poetry to be unsophisticated; however, 
others praised her musical language. Helen of Troy 
(1911) was critically acclaimed. A New York Times Book 
Review  contributor, in describing Love Songs (1917), 
said, “Sara Teasdale was first, last and always a singer.” 
And yet another critic who reviewed the 1915 Rivers of 
the Sea  described it as a “little volume of joyous and 
unstudied song.” In 1920, Teasdale’s Flame and 
Shadow also received high praise from Marguerite 
Wilkinson, a New York Times  critic. Dark of the Moon 
(1926) received wonderful reviews and was highly 
praised by Hutchinson.  
 
Her private life was unhappy because she married the 
wrong man. She married Ernst Filsinger in 1914. 
However, she was in love with Vachel Lindsay. Her 
husband travelled, which caused her much loneliness. 
She became depressed with life. Sara divorced her 
husband and reconnected with Vachel. Vachel was the 
first to commit suicide. Sara followed him by 
committing suicide on January 29, 1933. 
 
 

 

 

 
There is much speculation about her death by suicide. 
The poem I Shall Not Care  was considered by some to 
be her suicide note because the poem is somber and 
sad. In it, one finds abandonment and a fascination with 
death and extreme sadness. The contradiction to this 
assumption is that the poem was written eighteen years 
earlier. It is also possible that because Vachel 
committed suicide two years earlier, she just did not 
want to be without her true love. 
 
 
I Shall Not Care 
By Sara Teasdale 
 

When I am dead and over me bright April  
Shakes out her rain-drenched hair,  
Though you shall lean above me broken-hearted,  
I shall not care.  
 
I shall have peace, as leafy trees are peaceful  
When rain bends down the bough;  
And I shall be more silent and cold-hearted  
Than you are now.  
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Contests and Conferences 
By Patricia Watson 

  
CONTESTS 
The Drue Heinz Literature Prize 2019 
Deadline: Entries accepted May 1, 2018–June 30, 2018 
Entry Fee: Free 
Website: upress.pitt.edu/renderHtmlPage.aspx?srcHtml=htmlSourceFiles/drueheinz.htm 
Prize: $15,000 plus publication by Pittsburgh Press under standard contract. 
Judge: Current judge not listed yet, past judges have included Joan Didion, Ann Patchett, Margaret Atwood, Robert 
Penn Warren and other notable authors. 
Submission Guidelines: See website for full details. This contest is for published authors of book length short story 
collections or who have published short stories in magazines or other publications. Submit book length collection, 
previously published accepted, no books under contract for future publication. Read submission requirements 
carefully.  
 
The Raymond Carver Short Story Contest 
Deadline: May 15, 2018  
Entry Fee: $17.00 online, $15.00 mailed 
Website: carvezine.com/raymond-carver-contest 
Prize: 1st: $1500.00; 2nd: $500; 3rd: $250; two prizes of $125.00 (Editor's Choice). Winners receive publication in 
Carver Magazine online and in print. 
Judges: Literary Agents Nat Sobel, Erin Harris, Catherine Cho 
Submission Guidelines: See website for details. No genre fiction, literary fiction only, previously unpublished, 
including online; maximum word limit 10,000 words. 
 
The Peseroff Poetry Prize 2018 
Deadline: May 15, 2018  
Entry Fee: $10.00  
Website: breakwaterreview.com/contests 
Prize:$1000.00 plus publication in fall issue of Breakwater Magazine 
Submission Guidelines: See website for details. Submit up to three poems, no limitations on content or form. 
Poems should be previously unpublished. 
 
WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES 
North Words Writers Symposium 
Date: May 30–June 2. Registration currently open. 
Website: nwwriterss.com/product/2018-north-words-writers-symposium-registration 
Location : Skagway, Alaska 
Cost: $375.00, rooms not included, but The Historic Skagway Inn offers 50% off booking discount for Symposium 
participants. Enter “nwws” in coupon field at booking. Participation limited to 40 writers; after that will be a 
waitlist.  
Speakers: Bestselling writer Susan Orlean will keynote, featured writers include Ernestine Hays, Frank Soos, Emily 
Wall, Ray Troll, Willy Vlautin, and Colleen Mondor. 
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If the Shoes Fits…  
By Jonathan Shoemaker 

 

“We are our choices” 
                                      ― Jean-Paul Sartre 

I fondly remember my sister, surrounded by her tiny loving students after school, as they waited in front of our Lutheran 
grade school for their parents to arrive. She taught them everything from the ABC’s to the Word of God. I admired and 
respected her great desire for them to get a good start in life.  
 
I think of my own high school students hugging me and thanking me, years later as adults, for all the things they learned 
in my classes. 
 
It pleases me to meet those students as adults. They’re now doing their part as parents, teachers, coaches, nurses, 
policemen, FedEx drivers, grocery clerks; all passing some of our positive lessons in life along to their children, siblings, 
customers, and friends. My sister’s lessons for her little ones will possibly pass down through countless generations, and 
maybe affect the lives of thousands. 
 
I reflected on this while I brewed my coffee this morning and felt the urge to get something on paper about how we 
affect others.  
 
Writers have the opportunity to reach out to others. When we observe society, our appreciation or concern motivates 
us to write. An answer lies within us. It is our choice—or responsibility—to respond, or not.  
 
If something causes me to mentally dwell upon circumstances that merit an alternative perspective or a clearly 
thought-out resolution, I want to attack it on paper. How can I present this in a poem or short story to inspire my 
readers to come up with a solution? 
 
When my adolescent students came to me for advice, I did not give advice. I asked questions and listened. The answers 
they gave me ultimately led to the decisions that they chose to make. My readers must also come up with their own 
conclusions in order to form true commitment. 
 
There are certainly those who rant through the public media, telling us what to think and how to act; not a very effective 
method of communication. 
 
Then again, I can think of many authors who presented their material in a manner that causes conscientious adults to 
reflect and consider alternatives, deciding what they would do in the situation. Whether they agree or disagree with the 
protagonist’s choice, it draws the readers into the text. It becomes important to them what happens next, or what will 
eventually become of that real individual in our story that they are starting to like and respect. They keep reading! 
Is it better to show the reader what we feel or to just present the material in a way that they might consider for 
themselves the best alternatives in various situations? After all, the choice is theirs. 
 
I think Charlyn and I did our share to prepare people to lead a happy, positive life; and writers have that same 
opportunity. 
 
Who knows? The choice is ours.  
 

        Be well, and do good work,  
Jonathan 
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The Last Word 
By Lana Bryan 
 

Walking Woman 
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For anything Scribbles related: 
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Not yet a member of CCW? 
You can join at a monthly meeting or online at: 

centralcoastwriters.org 

I first spied her from the car. She was walking in our 
neighborhood, going who knows where. Head down, 
eyes on the sidewalk, hands behind her back, she neither 
hurried nor dawdled, keeping a steady pace. 
 

Thick grey unwashed hair hung untidily to her shoulders. 
Her clothing was Bohemian: an ankle-length colorful 
cotton skirt, thin-soled canvas shoes, a thin shirt, and a 
large backpack, not overly full. Her skin was leathery 
from the relentless California sun. 
 

After my first sighting, she turned up in various locations 
on the south side of the city, sometimes as many as five 
miles from the neighborhood, but more often in close 
proximity to it. Her clothing style remained the same, 
although she had more than one skirt that swished over 
those inadequate shoes. 
 

One day, while jogging a few blocks from home and 
turning a corner, I saw her walking toward me. I was kind 
of thrilled; I guess it was the voyeurist in me. As we 
approached one another, I chirped, “Good morning!” 
Not a blink, not a raised head, no acknowledgment. She 
was muttering to herself, lost in whatever her world was. 
 

I assumed she lived nearby, but the neighborhood was 
all suburban. Where? A homeless encampment? What 
was her unhappy story? Is she still walking and walking? 
 

 
 

Until next time, 
                             Lana 
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 May 19 

Brianna Schofield  
Untangling Copyright 

5:30 p.m. - CHECK-IN and DINNER  
6:30 p.m. - MEETING 

Point Pinos Grill  
79 Asilomar Boulevard  

Pacific Grove 
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