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Scribbles 
California Writers Club - Central Coast Writers Branch 

www.centralcoastwriters.org 

January 2015 

January 2o Speaker 

Vanessa Diffenbaugh:  

How to Write a Page-Turner 
 

 
When drafting her debut novel, The Language of Flowers, Vanessa Diffenbaugh aimed to write a book that 
readers wouldn’t be able to put down. It stayed on the New York Times best-sellers list for fifty weeks and was 
translated into more than forty languages. At our January meeting the author will offer tips on how to write a 
page-turner. 
 
Diffenbaugh is a Californian, born in San Francisco and raised in Chico. Graduating from Stanford, she worked 
in the non-profit sector, teaching art and technology to youth in low-income communities. Following the 
success of her novel, she co-founded Camellia Network, a non-profit whose mission is to connect every youth 
aging out of foster care to the critical resources and support needed to thrive in adulthood. She lives in 
Monterey, California. 

 

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT in 3-D 
CCW’s February 28th Workshop with Marilyn 

Atlas! (Details on page 4.) 
New!!! Online registration option at  

http://www.centralcoastwriters.org/ccw/workshop-registration.htm 
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Janet’s View 

CCW President 

   New Beginnings 
          By Janet Tezak 

New Year’s Greetings, everyone!  January is a time for new beginnings, and Central Coast Writers is no different. In the 
coming months, our wonderful and varied monthly speakers will include fiction and nonfiction authors, publicists and 
editors. We are also offering a new and exciting workshop in February.  
 
Through the recommendation of CCW member, Diana Paul, who has taken one of Marilyn Atlas’ workshops, we have been 
able to procure Marilyn for a character development workshop on February 28, 2015. She is an award winning producer. 
Two of her most notable projects are the films, Real Women Have Curves and The Choking Game. She is also a novelist, 
guest lecturer, and workshop teacher. Her February workshop will be based on the book she coauthored, Dating Your 
Character. You can find all the details and a registration form on page 4 in this issue of Scribbles. 
 
I’m excited to announce that, thanks to the efforts of Webmaster Ken Jones and Treasurer Lilian Surkova, we are now 
offering the option of online of registration and payment on our website at: 
http://www.centralcoastwriters.org/ccw/workshop-registration.htm 

   
On a separate note, if you haven’t done so already, please send a brief bio about yourself to Ken Jones, our webmaster, at 
info@centralcoastwriters.org with the Subject: “Member Profile Update,” so that members can get to know you. If you go 
to the website and click on “member’s list and profiles,” you can see some of the bios that have already been posted.   
 
Lastly, congratulations to the winners of the Holiday Party Sweater Contest. Picture below are Wanda Sue Parrott (Ugliest 
Sweater), Joyce Krieg (Most Original Sweater-Joyce made her top) and Dorothy Vriend (Prettiest Sweater). See more photos 
from the party, courtesy of photographer Dorothy Vriend, on page 3. 
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone on Tuesday, January 20, 2015, at Point Pinos Grill in Pacific Grove where Vanessa 
Diffenbaugh, author of Language of Flowers, will speak to us on how to write a “page turner.” As always, dinner at 5:30, 
meeting at 6:30. 

 

http://www.centralcoastwriters.org/ccw/workshop-registration.htm
mailto:info@centralcoastwriters.org
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More Photos from CCW’s 2014 Holiday Party 
 

 
Laurie Sheehan and Harry Freiermuth 

 
Trish Watson 

 

 
Lilian Surkova and DS Kane 

 
Cynthia and Dick Guthrie 

 

 
Stephanie and Elias Krantz 

 
Clarrisa Conn 

 
Patricia Hamilton 

 

Photos courtesy of Dorothy Vriend. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Membership News 
Welcome to these new CCW members 
  
 Julianne Burton-Carvajal 
 Laura Hamill 
 Sara McGuire 
 

**** 
 

**** 
Member Congratulations 

 To T.C. Zmak whose novel, Dark Surf, has been chosen as one of the “Ten 'Must Read' Self-Published Vampire 
Fiction Novels" by highly respected genre critic Paul Goat Allen: "This debut novel is so good—so insanely 
audacious—I actually stood up and applauded when I finished reading it!”  See the full review at: 
http://blueinkreview.com/blog/2014/12/ten-must-read-self-published-vampire-fiction-novels/ 

 To DS Kane  whose novel, Bloodridge, Book I of the Spies Lie Series made the Amazon Bestseller List for a week 
in December, 2014, outselling Tom Clancy, Vince Flynn, James Patterson, Dan Brown and Daniel Silva. 

**** 
Letter to the Editor 

Dear Friends: On behalf of the men of I-HELP and myself, thanks for the wonderful holiday party at Leslie and Hugo's 
beautiful home, the CCW board which authorized my donating the leftover food for the homeless men to enjoy, and to 
Harry Freiermuth for nominating me for the Ugly Sweater Award of $25 from Bookworks. I won a hog calling contest 
once, but the ugly contest title is a new one I will wear proudly. Love you all. Thanks! Happy New Year. 
-Wanda Sue Parrott 

**** 
January Raffle Prizes 

January raffle prizes will include Bird by Bird, by Anne Lamott, The Curious Case of the Misplaced Modifier, by Bonnie 
Trenga and Breaking Into Airline In-Flight Magazines, by American Writers & Artists, Inc. 

**** 
Networking Aloud 

Next meeting: January 13, featured published readers Sharon Law Tucker and P.A. Speers. 
This free event open to the public takes place the second Tuesday of each month, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Old Capitol 
Books, 559 Tyler Street, Monterey. Come early and sign up to read for five to seven minute from any genre, followed 
by a fifteen to twenty minute reading from a featured local published writer. Contact CCW member Pat Hanson for 
more information at phanson@csumb.edu or (831) 601-9195.  

**** 
Let Your Fellow CCW Members Read Your Writing 

 Do you have a new publication to announce in Scribbles?   

 Would you like to submit a guest piece for “As the Pen Flows?” (See page 6 for this month’s piece.) 
 Contact Scribbles editor Leslie Patiño at lnpatino@comcast.net  for more information or submissions. 

  

 

http://blueinkreview.com/blog/2014/12/ten-must-read-self-published-vampire-fiction-novels/
mailto:phanson@csumb.edu
mailto:lnpatino@comcast.net


Scribbles January 2015  6 

As the Pen Flows 

     Writings from CCW Members 

 

 
 

 

Treasure of the Catedral Metropolitana 
By Donna M. Marbach 

 
Wearing slacks and sun shades, you step 
through enormous oak doors into a room 
dressed in gold leaf and polished wood. 
Its arches stretch across shadowed corners 
like a massive carnivorous mouth. 
Despite the light from stained glass windows 
and rows and rows of votive candles, 
cool darkness breezes in an eerie vortex. 
It spills into a quiet pool of supplicants 
whose voices hum with subdued recitations, 
like bees collecting pollen from fields of clover. 
 
You step into a pocket near the doorway,  
where under a glass-domed display case 
the porcelain statue of a child lies crowned 
with gold and robed in white communion gown: 
a prepubescent princess from some fairy tale, 
her mouth painted red in a cupid’s bow.   
Her label reads Sta. Inocente, mártir. 
Murdered by her father—some say for faith 
others in defense of her virginity— 
she draws a crowd of gawkers. 
On pillows at her sides, her hands lay gloved in lace. 
 
They are the blackened bones of the real child’s hands. 
A golden vial holds dried droplets of her blood. 
You cannot help but wonder which cathedral 
holds the relic of her feet and which that of her head. 
But I ask myself, Where is the vial of her mother’s tears 
now blacker than her daughters bones? 

 
Donna Marbach’s poetry, fiction and non-fiction have been published in a variety of anthologies and periodicals. In 
2013, she received the Writers & Books Big Pencil Award as “A teacher of young people who has inspired the creation 
and appreciation of literature.” A Pacific Gove, California native, she resides in Rochester, New York. 
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Edita (R) and a friend 

Member Profile 
By Michelle Smith 

 

From Mountainous Germany to Coastal California 
Edita McQuary 

    
Born in Bad Lauterberg, a spa resort town in the Harz Mountains of northern Germany, Edita McQuary has been writing 
ever since she authored a play in the sixth grade. Hard-pressed to recollect the inspiration that led to her long term 
pursuit of writing, Edita says, “An inner urge to express myself is the closest I can answer.” 
 
Of Lithuanian and German ancestry, Edita has been an American citizen since age twenty. She speaks fluent Lithuanian 
and German and graduated cum laude from the College of Notre Dame in Belmont, California with a B.A. in English 
Literature. She also obtained a certificate in Teaching English as a Second Language and completed her college 
education at age forty accompanied by a new husband and baby. 
 
As parish secretary and newsletter editor at Christ Lutheran Church in Aptos, Edita barely has time for her own writing, 
yet she’s managed to have thirty-nine articles published in a variety of newspapers in Santa Cruz and Santa Clara 
Counties. Her writing focuses on what she terms “the ‘good’ news in the community” along with the subjects of 
archeology, anthropology and history. Edita’s most recent publication profiling a charitable Aptos organization titled 
“Above the Line” appeared in the December 15 edition of the Aptos Times. Another article titled “Adventure with Aunt 
Adelina,” a story about her October 2014 trip to Majorca, Spain with her ninety-five-year-old aunt, appeared in the 
October 31 issue of the Gilroy Dispatch. 
 
“Traveling with an elder is a lot of fun but also a challenge,” Edita muses. “They tend to lead from behind.” 
 
A CCW member for seven months now, Edita describes her personal writing schedule as “chaotic.” After a long day at 
Christ Lutheran Church, she writes “long-hand onto a pad then types into Word on a PC. [She] waits overnight then re-
reads and edits.” Along the way, Edita, who mostly reads nineteenth century novelists, is also learning Spanish. 
 
“I’ve recently been trying to enter the twentieth century and reading W. Somerset Maugham, Lisa See and Ivan Doig,” 
she says. “Someday I will get to the twenty-first century ….” 
 
For those writers looking to polish their skills, Edita recommends reading a variety of authors and publications. She is 
also fond of making notes when something strikes her as interesting. One of Edita’s writing aspirations is to see her 
articles published in magazines, and she hopes to write a memoir for posterity. 

 
 
 

Michelle Smith’s articles have been published in a variety of magazines. Her website is 
http://theebonyquill.com.  

 
 

http://theebonyquill.com/
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The Poetry Corner 
By Nancy Jacobs 

 

W.H. Auden (Wystan Hugh Auden) 
1907-1973 

In his own words.... 
 
"‘Why do you want to write poetry?’ If the young 
man answers, ‘I have important things I want to 
say,’ then he is not a poet. If he answers, ‘I like 
hanging around words listening to what they say,’ 
then maybe he is going to be a poet.” 
 
Auden was definitely not a sensitive poet who 
lived in a garret, and he was not a snob. No 
matter what class of people he was with, he got 
along. He enjoyed the cabarets as well as operas. 
Different people described Auden as being 
offensive and devout, intellectual and silly, 
disillusioned and hopeful.  
 
He churned out hundreds of poems in almost 
every verse form and wrote deep essays, using 
such words as "consupponible" without taking 
the time to define the word. His poem, “Age of 
Anxiety,” which won him a Pulitzer Prize, takes 
place in a New York City bar. 
 
He wed Erika Mann, daughter of German novelist 
Thomas Mann, in 1935. It was a marriage of 
convenience for her in order to get out of 
Germany by gaining British citizenship. The 
marriage lasted from 1935 to 1969. 
 
In addition to the Pulitzer, Auden's work won him 
the Bollingen Prize, the National Book Award and 
the St. Louis Literary Award. 
 
The following excerpt is from “Refugees Blues,” 
one of several poems Auden wrote in blues and 
other popular meters. Written in 1939, it is about 
the plight of the Jews during that time in 
Germany.   

Excerpt from 

  Refugee Blues 
 

Say this city has ten million souls, 
Some are living in mansions, some are living in holes: 
Yet there's no place for us, my dear, yet there's no place for us. 
 
Once we had a country and we thought it fair, 
Look in the atlas and you'll find it there: 
We cannot go there now, my dear, we cannot go there now. 
 
In the village churchyard there grows an old yew, 
Every spring it blossoms anew: 
Old passports can't do that, my dear, old passports can't do 
that. 
 
The consul banged the table and said, 
"If you've got no passport you're officially dead": 
But we are still alive, my dear, but we are still alive. 
 
Went to a committee; they offered me a chair; 
Asked me politely to return next year: 
But where shall we go to-day, my dear, but where shall we go 
to-day? 
 
Came to a public meeting; the speaker got up and said; 
"If we let them in, they will steal our daily bread": 
He was talking of you and me, my dear, he was talking of you 
and me. 
 
Thought I heard the thunder rumbling in the sky; 
It was Hitler over Europe, saying, "They must die": 
O we were in his mind, my dear, O we were in his mind. 
 
Saw a poodle in a jacket fastened with a pin, 
Saw a door opened and a cat let in: 
But they weren't German Jews, my dear, but they weren't 
German Jews.  

  



Scribbles January 2015  9 

 

Contests And Conferences 
By Diana Paul 

 

Best of luck! Be sure to share your contest experiences with Scribbles. 
 

CONTESTS 

 

Cabell First Novelist Award (Virginia Commonwealth University) 
Deadline: January 14, 2015 
Entry Fee: None 
Website: http://www.firstnovelist.vcu.edu 
E-mail address: phippsm@vcu.edu 
A prize of $5,000 for a first novel published between July-December, 2014. Self-published novels not considered. Visit the 
website for complete guidelines.  
 
Colorado Prize for Poetry 
Deadline: January 14, 2015 
Entry Fee: $25 ($28 online) 
Website: http://coloradoprize.colostate.edu 
E-mail address: creview@colostate.edu 
A prize of $2,000 and publication by the Center for Literary Publishing (Colorado State University) for a poetry collection 
of 48 to 100 pages.  Visit the website for complete guidelines. 
 
H. E. Francis Short Story Competition (Ruth Hindman Foundation) 
Deadline: January 15, 2015 
Entry Fee: $20 
Website: http://www.hefranciscompetition.com 
A prize of $2,000 for a short story up to 5,000 words. Visit the website for complete guidelines. 
 
WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES 
 
“Writing From Your Soul” Workshop 
Date: Saturday, February 7, 2015, 9:00 a.m. - noon by Susan Scott 
Location: TBD in Monterey, California  
Fee: $40; $55 at door 
To register and for more information: Call (831) 646-9111 
Awaken your muse with exercises to bring out the best in your writing. 
 
2015 Tri-Valley Writers Conference 
Date: Saturday, April 18, 2015, 7:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Location: Four Points by Sheraton, 5115 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, California  
Fee: Early Bird prices-$115 CWC members, $140 non-members. After January 16, $165 CWC members, $190 non-
members.  
To register or for more information: http://www.trivalleywriters.org/conferences/2015-conference/registration/  
Speaker lineup includes authors, editors, marketing experts, and innovators in e-publishing and other technologies.  

  

http://www.firstnovelist.vcu.edu/
mailto:phippsm@vcu.edu
http://coloradoprize.colostate.edu/
mailto:creview@colostate.edu
http://www.hefranciscompetition.com/
http://www.trivalleywriters.org/conferences/2015-conference/registration/
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If the Shoes Fits…   
By Jonathan Shoemaker 

 

          Rainy Days are Wonderful 

Oh, yess! It’s raining! Finally. After all the waiting, longing for the rain, reducing our water usage as much as possible; letting 
our plants die back a bit and then quickly giving them some gray water in hopes that they don’t die completely. My lawn, 
my beautiful lawn, turned from lush and green to an anemic yellow and finally to brown and crunchy underfoot. 

Now, with seven and a half inches of rainwater over a period of time plus selective top-seeding and topdressing, I am once 
again enjoying lush growth. Yes! It’s raining! 

But, -- what to do? I’m lumbering around the house with time on my hands. I can’t work in the garden. It’s raining! Forget 
golf. Long walks along the beach don’t appeal to me in this weather. I’m really not into channel surfing in search of 
something worth watching on TV. 

I could write! - - - but the angel of inspiration definitely is not tapping me on the shoulder, whispering in my ear. 

Well, I guess I could sit down and just start writing. I might accomplish something. 

Hmm, I could make up a story from a situation in my own life, and imagine what would have transpired had I taken the 
“road less traveled.” I would keep all the same people around me to react to my actions, to warn me, advise me and keep 
me company on my fantasy episode. That way, knowing them well, it would be easy to keep them in character. Maybe 
some unforeseen circumstance will come up and the story would turn out to be about Michael instead of me. I would fade 
into the role of observing and reporting. It would become a story about him and Jane: their hopes and their passions. They 
might even get involved in a compromising situation and it could become a mystery. Whatever develops as the plot 
thickens. 

Maybe he would join the Army. There are so many possibilities. With each turn of the plot, he would be measuring his own 
behavior and that of the other soldiers in his platoon against the standards that he believed in as a youth. Letters from 
home make him wonder if everything is going alright for Jane. She, in the meantime, is measuring her own values against 
what is going on among her co-workers, wanting to mention it, wanting to share as they always had before, but reluctant 
to cause concern in Mike’s mind.  

“Big Mike,” as he is now known, has earned the reputation of being a rather tough S.O.B. who won’t put up with certain 
stuff. He has earned the respect of most of the guys, but there are a few who don’t like him; like the guy who got drunk 
and would have smashed Scofield in the head with his entrenching tool if Mike hadn’t stopped him … 

… Look! The sun is coming out! 

And I have accomplished something after all! 

Be well,  
 and do good work. 
                          Jonathan   
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Bricks-and-Mortar , 
Wood-and-Nails 

 

CCW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

President ................................................. Janet Tezak 
Vice President ................................... Laurie Sheehan 
Secretary ................................................... Cheri Love 
Treasurer .............................................. Lilian Surkova 
Programs Chair .................................. Dorothy Vriend 
Workshops .............................................. Janet Tezak 
Membership .................................... Christine Sleeter 
Publicity ............................................. Laurie Sheehan 
Hospitality ........................................... Judi Marquart 
Newsletter .............................................. Leslie Patiño 
Webmaster ................................................. Ken Jones 
Assistant Webmaster ............... Kemberlee Shortland 
Central Board Representative .................. Joyce Krieg 

 

Scribbles is the official monthly publication for members 
of Central Coast Writers, a branch of California Writers 
Club, a registered non-profit corporation. All material is 
copyrighted ©2014 by California Writers Club and may not 
be reproduced without permission. Opinions expressed 
under individual bylines do not necessarily represent an 
official position of, or endorsement by, Central Coast 
Writers or California Writers Club.  
 
Scribbles is published by:  Central Coast Writers  
 Post Office Box 997 Pacific Grove, CA 93950  
 
Editorial Staff  

Leslie Patiño ..................................................... Editor 
Nancy Jacobs ........................................ Poet‘s Corner 
Diana Paul .......................... Contests and Workshops 
C. Jonathan Shoemaker ..................... If the Shoe Fits 
Michelle Smith ................................ Member Profiles 
Dorothy Vriend ................................Monthly Speaker 

 

CCW Website 
www.centralcoastwriters.org 

 

For anything Scribbles related: 
Contact Scribbles editor Leslie Patiño: 

lnpatino@comcast.net 
 

Not yet a member of CCW? 
You can join at a monthly meeting or online at: 

centralcoastwriters.org 
 

 

 
CCW members Christine Sleeter (L) and Diana Paul (R) 

 
The December Scribbles featured a picture of Dick Guthrie 
at Shakespeare and Company, and I wrote that I’d like to 
publish a monthly photo of a CCW member in front of, or 
inside, a real bookstore.  
 
Electronic books and Amazon are great, but do any of us 
really want the day to come when even writers completely 
abandon brick-and-mortar bookstores? If they ceased to 
exist, wouldn’t libraries likely be the next casualty? 
 
Christine Sleeter, Diana Paul and I have met periodically 
for well over a year to discuss our writing and sometimes 
lunch or hike. Our mid-December get-together included a 
walk through Yankee Point in Carmel Highlands where I 
saw my first real Little Free Library (as opposed to online 
photos). 
 
Since no one had sent in a bookstore photo for the January 
Scribbles, I stretched the parameters a bit— brick-and-
mortar to wood-and-nails—and this photo fit the bill.  
 
If you’re not familiar with Little Free Libraries, visit 
http://littlefreelibrary.org/.  
 
And send in your photos at brick-and-mortar bookstores! 

  

http://www.centralcoastwriters.org/
mailto:lnpatino@comcast.net
http://littlefreelibrary.org/
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California Writers Club  
Central Coast Writers Branch  
Post Office Box 997  
Pacific Grove, CA 93950 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

January 20 
Vanessa Diffenbaugh 

5:30 p.m. - DINNER 
  6:30 p.m. - MEETING 

 

Point Pinos Grill 
79 Asilomar Boulevard 

Pacific Grove 

 

 

 

 


