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Blood in the Fields 

 

 

 
Do you love books like Seabiscuit, Unbroken, Blackhawk Down, The Perfect Storm, and Devil in the White City? 
Then you love narrative nonfiction, the art of turning facts into compelling, page-turning true stories. 

Also known as literary nonfiction and creative nonfiction, this genre includes some of the best-selling books 
of our time, with topics ranging from personal memoir to biography, history, and current affairs. 

On April 21, local award-winning print and broadcast journalist Julia Reynolds, Harvard Nieman Fellow and 
author of Blood in the Fields: Ten Years Inside California’s Nuestra Familia Gang (Chicago Review Press, 2014), 
will discuss how she planned, researched, and wrote a true-story narrative that reads like fiction. 

 

 

 
 
We’re getting excited about our presence in Pacific Grove’s 
Good Old Days on April 11 and 12. The more CCW members 
who take part, the better! See page 3 for ways you can 
volunteer. 
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New Opportunities for Members of  
Central Coast Writers 

 
Editor’s note: Over the last several months, the CCW Executive Committee has continued a discussion at monthly board 
meetings regarding how our club can help the increasing number of traditionally published and self-published members 
who look to CCW for opportunities to promote their books. The three articles that follow offer ideas for both published and 
unpublished members to get more involved in CCW. 
 

Helping Promote Our Members’ Books 
By Joyce Krieg, Central Board Representative 

 
Your CCW Executive Committee recognizes that many of you joined our little band of writers in part to promote your 
published books. With that in mind, I’ve been poking around with the other California Writers Club branches to find out 
what services and opportunities they offer to their members for book promotion. One idea that popped up at several 
branches is a tri-fold board featuring members’ book covers to display at meetings and other literary events. 
 
“Easy-peasy!” I immediately thought. I figured I would find maybe a couple dozen CCW members with published books. 
Much to my delight, a quick Amazon expedition resulted in an impressive 47 members with published books!  
 
If your book is missing from the display board, it’s either because 1) your book isn’t being sold on Amazon or 2) you 
published your book under a pen name different than your CCW member name. In any event, if your cover is missing, 
send it to pacificgrovejoyce@gmail.com in high-resolution JPEG format and I’ll get it up on the board in all due haste.  
 
For those of you who have more than one published book, I chose the one that popped up at the top of the Amazon list. 
Usually, that was the most recent book. 
 
My crafts project made its debut at the March 17 CCW meeting. We plan to have it on display on the raffle table at all of 
our meetings and to explore other indoor community events where it might be appropriate to show it off. 
 
Other book promotional methods undertaken by our fellow CWC branches focus on the branch website: a slide show of 
book covers on the home page, and the opportunity for members to post photos and biographies on a separate page. 
President Janet Tezak has more to say on this.  
 

Our New and Improved Website 
By Janet Tezak, President 

 

As Joyce Krieg wrote, many of our members are looking for ways to promote their books. I am excited to announce that 
Webmaster, Ken Jones, is developing a slideshow located on the right sidebar of the CCW website with members’ book 
covers. As with the tri-fold, the slideshow will feature members’ cover art of their latest book. Images will cycle in 
alphabetical order by authors’ last names. Clicking on a book cover can hyperlink to more information on the “Member’s 
List and Profiles” page, but here’s where we need your help. Only you can write your Member Profile and provide your 
photo. 
 
Even if you haven’t yet published, you can still send a photo and write a profile. Members with existing profiles, do your 
photo and/or profile need updating? Profiles and photos can be sent at any time to Ken via the “Contact Us” link on the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from page 2) 
 right side bar on the CCW website, www.centralcoastwriters.org, or from the contact page, 
www.centralcoastwriters.org/ccw/contactccw.htm. For an example, see Leslie Patiño’s profile on the website. 
 
Here is what Ken needs: 

 Member photo: A high resolution, JPEG headshot or head and shoulders.  

 Profile text: 150 words, optimum, ready to use. Include any information you would like people to know about you 
and your book. We encourage you to list web addresses for your website or blog and where/how the viewer can 
purchase your book. Ken will convert these into hyperlinks on the CCW website. Remember that anyone, including 
non-members can view your profile and photo. 

 
For more opportunities, see Laurie Sheehan’s article that follows. 

 
 

Fun opportunity to participate in Pacific Grove’s Good Old Days 
By Laurie Sheehan, Vice President 

 
We had so much fun at Good Old Days last year that we’re going back! First, on Saturday April 11, CCW members who 
would like to march in the parade will rally at 9:30 a.m. on Pine Street. More details as the time draws closer. Second, our 
wonderful friends at BookWorks have offered us space for a CCW table on both Saturday, April 11 and Sunday, April 12. 
This will provide a great opportunity to get the word out about our club and also offer our published authors a venue to 
showcase and sell their books. 
 
For information on the parade, contact Laurie Sheehan at erudite@mac.com or (831) 324-0376. For information on 
manning the table at BookWorks, contact Janet Tezak at jrtezak@hotmail.com. Here are two photos from 2014. 
 

  
 

 

HELP WANTED 
 

Looking for something to do while you wait to hear from your agent? We need someone to pick 
up Scribbles from the printer in Monterey, add labels and mail. No more than two hours each 
month. Please contact Laura Emerson: noturavg@sbcglobal.net or 831-521-0136. 

 
  

http://www.centralcoastwriters.org/ccw/contactccw.htm
mailto:jrtezak@hotmail.com
mailto:noturavg@sbcglobal.net
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Publicity? Start early! 
by Dorothy Vriend 

 

  
What a publicist hates to hear when called by an author is, “Hi, I just published a book . . . and I need help!” 
  
This came from independent publicist Mary Bisbee-Beek, who flew down from Portland to speak to Central Coast 
Writers in March. Publicists need to be in the loop three to five months in advance of the publication date. That way 
they can get information out on a timeline that allows the media to process it before the publication date. “You can do 
it all yourself but you need to understand what others need from you and when they need it,” she told a full house at 
Pt. Pinos Grill.  
  
If you self-publish, you still need an outside editor for your book, and a designer to help with the cover. The cover is 
your best marketing tool, aside from the story itself, Bisbee-Beek said. Other marketing tools include websites, blogs, 
and social media sites. You can shout out publishing landmarks, such as finalization of the cover design, media reviews 
and interviews to your followers. She also suggested publishing excerpts in a tasteful literary magazine or a glossy with 
high circulation. 
  
And if you are the publisher you need to ask these essential questions: 
  

 What is the market and what are the cross markets to focus on and what will help this book reach 
success? 

 What are the comparative and competing titles and how did those books do in the marketplace? 

 How well will it contribute to my bottom line? 
 
While you can do it all yourself, “the traditional model isn’t entirely dead yet,” Bisbee-Beek said. “If you choose to go 
that route, you need to know what your publisher is committing to—hopefully at least to start the early buzz about 
your book, and to take it four or five weeks past the publication date,” she said. 
 
Mary Bisbee-Beek can be contacted at mbisbee.beek@gmail.com. 
 

   
Joyce Krieg with new CCW tri-fold Full House at Pt. Pinos Grill Speaker Mary Bisbee-Beek 

 
Photos courtesy of Dorothy Vriend and Laurie Sheehan 

  

mailto:mbisbee.beek@gmail.com
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Marketing Your Books 
By DS Kane 

 
Editor’s note: Last month’s Scribbles featured an article for self-published authors, “Eleven Tips to Market Your Book” by CCW 
member T.C. Zmak. This month, I asked member DS Kane, who self-published a three-book series last year, to share his marketing 
advice. As of March 24, the three books had a total of forty reviews on Amazon.  

My own definition of “book marketing” consists of: 

 Buy reviews from Kirkus and Publishers Weekly 

 Trade reviews with other authors in your genre 

 Join a “Book Swap’ group like PnPAuthors.com and engage in book swaps 

 Get a book marketing professional such as Rebecca Berus (rebecca@gmail.com) of “2 Market Books.com” to set up a blog 
tour complete with guest blogs and interviews 

Of course, it isn’t that simple. There are lead times for each of these activities, and critical mass is crucial. Trading reviews will drain 
your time, so this must precede any of the other activities by a few months. I’ve found folks to trade reviews with on Goodreads 
and on Facebook. It takes me at least a week and sometimes over a month to read a book, especially since I have deadlines to 
complete my own books. Kirkus and Publishers Weekly reviews cost money. Kirkus is at least $425 and Pub Weekly at least $199, 
and the lead times are about two months from when you pay and send your manuscript to when a review is published. Marketers 
cost, and you’ll have them working for you for a minimum of six months. Rebecca Berus has been with me for four months and if 
I’m lucky, I hope she’ll be with me forever. 

Your project timeline should look something like this: 

Begin trading reviews and encouraging friends and family to buy, read, and review your book. Get at least ten reviews from friends 
and family, and trade at least five reviews. Use Goodreads to offer free copies of your book through their “Giveaways” program, 
and in the giveaway text description, beg the winners to provide a review. This ought to get you a few reviews, although nothing 
except Kirkus comes with a guarantee of a review. Note also that Kirkus often skewers authors, so this can break your reputation 
as a writer. “Do you feel lucky today, punk?” You’ll need your book’s reviews posted before the book swap.  

Book swaps are organized events in which on the given day, each of the authors drops the price of their ebook to $0.99 and buys 
the books of all the other authors.  So, if there are 25 authors in the group, you will buy 24 books of the other authors and each of 
them will buy yours. For a single day, this gets you 24 sales, enough to bring your book well up toward bestseller status. Note that 
24 sales will not do the job by itself. To create critical mass, you’ll need your marketer to create a blog tour and have interviews run 
starting two days before the book swap and running through the end of that week. 

Done right, you’ll break even, including all your marketing costs. I sold about 200 books on the three-day period (Monday through 
Wednesday) of the swap. I had ten different interviews and guest blogs run over that week, sometimes as many as four in a single 
day. I kept the $0.99 price for the week. End result: DeathByte, Book 2 of the Spies Lie Series by DS Kane dropped deep into the 
Amazon Bestseller List, getting as low as number 11 for the subgenre “Thrillers - assassinations” and as low as number 14 for 
subgenre “Thrillers—technothrillers.” I beat out all the authors who “own” the bestseller list: James Patterson, Vince Flynn, Tom 
Clancy, Dan Brown, Brad Thor, Barry Eisler, and a ton of others I worship. The effect—being an Amazon Bestseller—lasted five days. 
Now, I can place the “Amazon Bestseller” on this book, and now I’m an “Amazon Bestselling Author.” 

DS Kane (David Spiselman) is author of four techno-thriller novels, the Spies Lie series: Bloodridge, DeathByte, Swiftshadow and 
GrayNet. The first three have each made it to the Amazon Bestsellers list for techno-thrillers, Espionage and Assassinations. 
Book 5, Baksheesh, will be released early this Summer. 

  

mailto:rebecca@gmail.com


Scribbles April 2015  6 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Membership News 
Welcome to these new CCW members  
 Lana Bryan 
 Maida Dzakula 
 Mickeie Nowicki-Clark 
 Alia Outrey 
 Christina Sierra 

 

 
Member Congratulations 

 To Fran Vardamis (brooklynrainbows@gmail.com) for the publication, on Kindle, of Rainbow Year.  Her new 
novel chronicles a home-front neighborhood in Brooklyn between June 6, 1944 and August 1945.  Social 
commentary wrapped in a love story older than Shakespeare, the novel is available, electronically on Amazon. 
Her related blog is at https://brooklynrainbows.wordpress.com/.   

 To Christine Sleeter (csleeter@gmail.com) for publication of White Bread, a novel that pulls readers into a 
tumultuous six months of the life of a teacher as she confronts unexpectedly interrelated issues while exploring 
her German-American family history. How does this help her move forward? To find out, get the book at 
SensePublishers ((www.sensepublishers.com/) or on Amazon. 

 To Harry Freiermuth for the publication of Lo! Jacaranda. Set in the 18th century, the novel tells the harrowing 
story of a Spanish-Gypsy woman during the Spanish Inquisition who must flee Spain for California in a journey 
of danger with slaves, pirates and Native American tribes. The book is available on Amazon. 

 To Barbara Manning (Anybody's Daughter) who participated in the 2015 Steinbeck Young Authors event in 
Salinas on March 2nd and had a very fulfilling experience. The children were vivacious and eager to learn. The 
lunch was great. She urges any and all Central Coast Writers to participate next March. 

 

California Writers Club Annual Summer Picnic. . . 
. . .will take place Saturday, July 25, 2015, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. at the Fire Circle Picnic Area at Joaquin Miller Park in 
Oakland. All CWC members and their guests are invited. For more information contact Nancy Curteman at (510) 657-
0608 or our CCW’s very own Joyce Krieg at pacificgrovejoyce@gmail.com. 

 
Reaching Readers in a Changing Market-by Sharon Law Tucker 

An interesting statistic for those of us marketing books today: 89 million people in the United States are going to watch 
1.2 million videos TODAY! (ComScore.com). I found a great local studio to create a custom video trailer to market my 
book. Check it out at http://www.badasswoman.com/#!booktrailer/c1vei . Look at some other amazing examples to 
think about what can be done to promote your book at www.studiointheforest.com.   

 
Networking Aloud 

Next meeting: April 14, featured reader Jeanie Gould 
This free event open to the public takes place the second Tuesday of each month, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Old Capitol 
Books, 559 Tyler Street, Monterey. Come early and sign up to read for five to seven minute from any genre, followed 
by a fifteen to twenty minute featured reading from local published writer. Contact CCW member Pat Hanson for more 
information at phanson@csumb.edu or (831) 601-9195.  

 
 
  

 

mailto:brooklynrainbows@gmail.com
https://brooklynrainbows.wordpress.com/
mailto:csleeter@gmail.com
http://www.sensepublishers.com/
http://www.badasswoman.com/#!booktrailer/c1vei
http://www.studiointheforest.com/
mailto:phanson@csumb.edu
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Member Profile 
By Michelle Smith 

 

   One “BadAss” Woman 
      Sharon Law Tucker 

Some have referred to Sharon Tucker as a “quasi-city girl,” but nothing could be further from the truth, she says. “I was 
born and raised on the Peninsula. My parents owned the Jack’s Peak Riding Stables, and we lived on fifteen acres in 
Rancho Aquajito. . .We had a cow and used to make our own cheese and butter, and it was a big deal when Mom 
announced five cars had gone by in a single day. Things have certainly changed over the years.” 
 
What’s also changed is Sharon’s life path. A mortgage consultant for twenty-five years, Sharon co-founded a 
publishing company with two other women. “Funny how the undercurrent in life takes you down a completely different 
river than the one you start out paddling.” 
 
Three Gals Publishing was formed after three diverse writers discovered how well they worked together in support of 
each other’s creativity. The company’s mission is to offer books that “fuel, ignite, enlighten and inspire.” 
 
The seeds for Sharon’s entrée into writing were planted at an early age. “I just sat down one day at the age of twelve 
and began writing. But it was my mom who instructed my sister and me to each write a poem. She liked what I wrote, 
and I guess that started everything.” Reading books and studying the styles of her favorite authors taught Sharon 
much of what she knows about writing. “There’s a certain rhythm, like dancing, that comes with writing,” she says. “I 
read about forty-plus books a year on average and would probably write more if I could stop reading.” 
 
While Sharon started out writing fantasy children’s stories, her husband provided the inspiration for her current works. 
“He was an interesting man filled with common sense, practical wisdom and lessons of survival,” she reflects. “I 
considered him to be my personal life coach.” Her story about her personal journey surviving grief will come out later 
this year, and she’s also working on a fictionalized account of how she and her husband met. 
 
In 2014 Sharon joined CCW and published How to Be a BadAss, a Survival Guide for Women. Her book inspires women 
to build self-confidence and avoid being a victim. But with her publishing company and other obligations, she’s hard-
pressed to stick to a consistent writing schedule. 
 
“Schedule? What schedule? I’m terrible in that I write when the magic of the moment moves me. … Working two jobs 
and building the publishing company keeps me very busy, so mostly I write late at night …. After my husband passed 
away I developed into an insomniac, so it’s not unusual for me to wake up at three in the morning and think, ‘Now!’” 
 
Sharon’s video link is located at http://www.badasswoman.com/#!book-trailer/c1vei . 

 
 
 

Michelle Smith’s articles have been published in a variety of magazines. Her website is 
http://theebonyquill.com.  

 
  

http://www.badasswoman.com/#!book-trailer/c1vei
http://theebonyquill.com/
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The Poetry Corner 
By Nancy Jacobs 

 

   Leonard Nimoy 
       1931-2015 

 
Days before his death, Leonard Nimoy tweeted "A life 
is like a garden. Perfect moments can be had, but not 
preserved, except in memory.” He signed off on all his 
tweets with “LLAP”—Live long and prosper. 
 
Nimoy was born March 26, 1931 in Boston, 
Massachusetts and died Feb 27, 2015, at 83 years old. 
His Jewish Ukrainian parents owned a barbershop. 
Nimoy was raised in a tenement, but that did not stop 
him from achieving success. At eight years old he 
started acting in community theatre plays. He served in 
the U. S. Army and reached the rank of staff sergeant. 
He studied at UCLA and Boston College and earned an 
M.A. in Education at Antioch University. 

 He had roles in Wagon Train, Gunsmoke, and other 
westerns in the 1950's and 1960's, but it was not until 
he landed the role of Mr. Spock in Star Trek that his 
career took off. Nimoy was also a writer, authoring 
many books, including A Lifetime of Love: Poems on the 
Passages of Life. His poems spoke of love, wisdom and 
bravery.  

Nimoy was married for over thirty years to actress 
Sandra Zober, with whom he had two children. He said 
his first marriage failed due to his alcoholism. His 
second wife was, Susan Bey, was a cousin of director 
Michael Bey. During his final years, Nimoy suffered 
from chronic pulmonary disease which ultimately 
caused his death. 
 
The following poem, Pictures of You, can be found on 
Nimoy’s website: 
http://leonardnimoypoetry.com/pictures-of-you  
  
 

 

Pictures of You 
By Leonard Nimoy 

You’re surrounded by pictures of you. 
Here you are so young and handsome 
Here you are with a wife or two 
Here you are, so happy and then some 
Surrounded by pictures of you. 

Your walls are covered 
No more space 
Too bad, you’re such a pretty face 
And so adored 
Do you ever get bored 
Looking at pictures of you ? 

You’re hit with a spotlight from above 
Your fans are screaming words of love 
You’re always so busy 
Don’t you get dizzy 
Looking at pictures of you ? 

 

 

  

http://leonardnimoypoetry.com/pictures-of-you
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Contests And Conferences 
By Diana Paul 

 

Best of luck! Be sure to share your contest experiences with Scribbles. 
 

CONTESTS 

 
L.Ron Hubbard Literary Fiction Contest (Sci Fi and Fantasy) 
Entry Fee: None 
Deadlines: Quarterly on January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1, 2015 
Website:  www.writersofthefuture.com/enter-writer-contest 
Whatever your feelings about L. Ron Hubbard, the prizes for this contest are significant.  Every three months, winners earn 
$1,000, $750 and $500, or an additional annual grand prize worth $5,000. Submissions must be short stories or novelettes 
(up to 17,000 words) in science fiction or fantasy. New writers are welcome. 
 
Drue Heinz Literary Prize (Short Stories and Novellas) 
Entry Fee: None 
Deadline: Postmarked between May 1 through June 30 
Website:  http://upress.pitt.edu 
$15,000 and publication by the University of Pittsburgh Press, for a collection of short fiction. You may submit an 
unpublished manuscript of short stories, two or more novellas or a combination of novellas and short stories. Total word 
count should be between 150 and 300 pages. 
 
Tony Hillerman Prize (Mysteries) 
Entry Fee: None 
Deadline: Annually on June 1 
Website:  http://www.wordharvest.com 
Presented by St. Martin’s Press and WORDHARVEST, for best first mystery novel set in the Southwest with $10,000 and 
publication by St. Martin’s Press. Open to writers who have not yet published. There are specific guidelines for the structure: 
“murder or another serious crime or crimes must be at the heart of the story, with emphasis on the solution rather than 
the details of the crime.” 
 

WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES 
 
Bookfest Solano 
Location: Hampton Inn and Suites 800 Mason Street,  Vacaville 
Date: Saturday, Sunday, April 11-12, 2015 
Website: http://www.solanolibraryfoundation.org 
Author panels, book signings, writers workshops 
 

Social Media For Authors And Poets   

Date: Saturday, April 18, 2015 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.  
Location: Los Gatos Adult Recreation Center 
Registration Fee: $44 + $3 material fee  
Website: http://www.lgsrecreation.org. Go to Adults, Potpourri, on this website, to register 
Social media is crucial for authors and poets in promotion, branding, and fundraising. This workshop will cover Facebook, 
Twitter, Pinterest, LinkedIn, YouTube, and more. 

  

http://upress.pitt.edu/
http://www.wordharvest.com/
http://www.solanolibraryfoundation.org/
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If the Shoes Fits…   
By Jonathan Shoemaker 

 

              It Has to be Real 

Our February speaker Ellen Sussman said, "Write what is consuming your heart and soul." and "You learn what writing 
is all about from people who are really moved by your work." 
 
When we write what is real to us and what is important to us, it moves our readers. And when that happens, we're 
motivated and inspired. They can tell when we are being genuine, and they feel comfortable reading our work. Once, at 
a poetry reading, a little girl asked if she might have a copy of my poem "Grandpa Loves Me" to take to her grandfather. 
Oh, yes! That inspires me. I'm motivated to write more about what is meaningful to me and share it with others.  
 
A student of mine said she wished there were a song on the radio showing how a girl feels after date rape. It inspired me 
to write a poem about respecting a girl's feelings. She showed it to her friends, and a girl whom I didn't even know came 
and asked me to write a poem about spousal abuse that she could show her boyfriend. These things are real! They are 
worth writing because they are meaningful to people, and people are moved by them.  
 
Readers will want more of what we write because they can feel that it's genuine. When our characters, in their words or 
actions, reflect universal values, the readers are gratified to acknowledge their own beliefs that are similar to those that 
come from deep within us. It is real life! 
 
Alfred Hitchcock believed that drama is real life minus the boring parts. We can just look at real life and start to write 
about it - minus the boring parts. It doesn't have to be true, as long as it's real. Any situation has the potential to become 
amusing, or passionate, or exciting - and meaningful. One thing leads to another.  
 
It's a challenge to keep up with all of the potential developments resulting from the most common situations once we 
have placed ourselves, mentally and emotionally, into the dilemma. So we want to stay in that mindset until the work is 
complete. Ellen said that “daily immersion in her characters” results in new ideas always coming in. As we write, we are 
mentally in the situation, surrounded in the back of our mind by people we know and some of the unusual folks we have 
met. If we write every day, ideas on the topic pop up between writing sessions that become part of tomorrow's session. 
We jot down notes, right then while it's on our mind, so we don't forget that gem before we sit down to write tomorrow.  
 
So, what do we write about? For whom do we write? What is your passion? Children like to read about other children 
(two or three years older than they). What do you like to read about? Know your characters' traits and preferences well, 
and let it happen. 

 
Be well,  
 and do good work. 
                          Jonathan  
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The Last Word 
By Leslie Patiño 

Supporting Our 
Fellow Writers 

 

CCW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

President ................................................. Janet Tezak 
Vice President ................................... Laurie Sheehan 
Secretary ................................................... Cheri Love 
Treasurer .............................................. Lilian Surkova 
Programs Chair .................................. Dorothy Vriend 
Workshops .............................................. Janet Tezak 
Membership .................................... Christine Sleeter 
Publicity ............................................. Laurie Sheehan 
Hospitality ........................................... Judi Marquart 
Newsletter .............................................. Leslie Patiño 
Webmaster ................................................. Ken Jones 
Assistant Webmaster ............... Kemberlee Shortland 
Central Board Representative .................. Joyce Krieg 

 

Scribbles is the official monthly publication for members 
of Central Coast Writers, a branch of California Writers 
Club, a registered non-profit corporation. All material is 
copyrighted ©2015 by California Writers Club and may not 
be reproduced without permission. Opinions expressed 
under individual bylines do not necessarily represent an 
official position of, or endorsement by, Central Coast 
Writers or California Writers Club.  
 
Scribbles is published by:  Central Coast Writers , Post 
Office Box 997 Pacific Grove, CA 93950  
 
Editorial Staff  

Leslie Patiño ..................................................... Editor 
Nancy Jacobs ........................................ Poet‘s Corner 
Diana Paul .......................... Contests and Workshops 
C. Jonathan Shoemaker ..................... If the Shoe Fits 
Michelle Smith ................................ Member Profiles 
Dorothy Vriend ................................Monthly Speaker 

 

CCW Website 
www.centralcoastwriters.org 

 

For anything Scribbles related: 
Contact Scribbles editor Leslie Patiño: 

lnpatino@comcast.net 
 

Not yet a member of CCW? 
You can join at a monthly meeting or online at: 

centralcoastwriters.org 
 

This issue of Scribbles has a lot of talk about how CCW can 
help members promote their books. It’s a topic I’ve been 
pushing the Executive Committee to think about because 
these days, I get at least one or two emails a month from 
members who would like to have their new book cover or 
full-page flyer for their new novel or bookmarks or business 
cards, etc. for a novel reproduced in Scribbles.  
 
I figure my stock response has left more than a few people 
unhappy. “I will be glad to put a 50-word maximum blurb in 
the “Congratulations” section of the announcements. Please 
send the blurb as you would like it to read.”  
 
Likewise, CCW does not send email blasts promoting an 
individual’s new book, nor will we share the distribution list 
so others can send our members messages. 
 
At the same time, I absolutely understand the strong and very 
valid desire to promote one’s book. I’m delighted that our 
ExComm discussions have led to Joyce Krieg’s beautiful tri-
fold and to Ken Jones’ eye-catching slideshow now on our 
website. A shout-out to Laurie Sheehan as the contact person 
with Pacific Grove for our 2015 presence in the Good Old 
Days parade and our free-of-charge table at BookWorks. (Last 
year it cost us $120 to have a booth on Lighthouse.) T.C. Zmak 
and DS Kane have given great advice on promoting your book 
in the March and April Scribbles. 
 
The discussions of how to help and support our members are 
not done. If you have ideas, please talk to any board member 
at meetings, or pick up the phone, email, text, post on CCW’s 
Facebook page.  
 
Better yet, get more involved in the club. We start a new year 
in July. Would you like to serve on the board? Do you have an 
idea for a project that you’d like to organize and carry out? 
Would you like to test the waters with a job that only requires 
a couple of hours a month? If so, see the “Help Wanted” ad 
on page 3. 
 
Best of all, working with other writers to help writers is like 
working out with weightlifters at the gym. It’s motivating and 
it’ll give you one heck of a 6-pack. Wait, maybe that’s not the 
best analogy. But it got your attention, right? Volunteer! 

  

http://www.centralcoastwriters.org/
mailto:lnpatino@comcast.net
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California Writers Club  
Central Coast Writers Branch  
Post Office Box 997  
Pacific Grove, CA 93950 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

April 21 
Julia Reynolds 

5:30 p.m. - DINNER 
  6:30 p.m. - MEETING 

 

Point Pinos Grill 
79 Asilomar Boulevard 

Pacific Grove 

 

 

 

 


